AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

to-morrow to say something of democracies
in general, of their strength and of their
weaknesses.

And in the present state of world affairs I
cannot avoid saying something of Europe and
her history in the last twenty years, what we
have attempted and where we have failed. I
would add 'only one thing. For fourteen
years I preached (and I fear that word is
applicable to many of my speeches) up and
down Great Britain, attempting to achieve a
national unity of spirit and a high conception
of what democracy may be, and calling for
unselfish service to that ideal It is impossible
to write of these things without repeating
oneself: my mind is so soaked in my subject
that appeals made at great meetings and'lines
of thought put to my own people at times run
unconsciously from my pen.
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